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z 22 ORE needs to be done -to
?ﬁkeep the Paya Indah
i Wetlands Sanctuary in

Dengkil appealing and meet its
objective of being a tourist attrac-
tion.

The relaunches are not having the
desired effect of drawing the crowd.

The park has opened and closed
on three occasions since the Federal
Government first launched it in
October 2001, The RM160mil mega
project meant for nature conserva-
tion has failed to attract visitors and
is a forlorn sight.

Natural Resources and Environ-
ment Minister Datuk Douglas
Unggah Embas in October last year
relaunched the wetlands and this
coincided with the opening of the
National Environment Week from
Oct 21 to 27.

There was so much of hype and
the minister had said that RM9mi}
had been allocated under the Ninth
Malaysia Plan for the park, now
under the management of the
Wwildlife and National Parks
Department (Perhilitan)

Douglas even released 53 water
birds but nothing much has been
done since then.

No horses: The stables lying empty at the sanctuéry.

»lam unable to
comment as such
. matters are best - '}
referred to o
Perhilitan«

SALMAN SAABAN

3,300ha is a white elephart.
A visit to the Wetland Sancttary
recently found everything at a stand-
still.
There are clusters of new;buil
ings coming Up at a snail's pace.
When' asked to cotmment; o th
progress, park - superintendent
Salman Saabari said: *l am:unable to
comment as such’matters are best;
referred to Perhilitan. fuy
Salman had said in October last”

year that once the park reopened; .

the focus wotild be on conservation
and research, He had also. said thdt
some of the threats faced by Paya:
Indah include the.clearing of the
forests nearby. for housing and the
dip in the water level ‘within the
water cells.

However, there seems to
be so much yet to be
done and ‘the sanc-
tuary might
as  well

* visitors.

3 Fos
Deserted: The parking lot at, -
Paya Indah Wetlands in:Dengkil.

close and réopen at a mofe apj
ate time and when it'is ready todi

"' Attempts to reach -Perhilitan!
deputydirector-general Burhanuddin
Mohamed, were unsuccessful.

The wetlands park was closed. in
Febnidry 2005. due to financial con-
straints faced by the Malaysian
Wetlands Foundation which was then
managing it. Perhilitan then took
over its management and pro-
ceeded to ipgrade it.




